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Goal of the Course:
The goal of this course is three-fold.  One, strengthen your ability to critically examine literature, and
thereby other forms of communication and art.  Two, prepare you for the AP exam in May so you can earn
college credit at a super low price.  Three, leave you loving literature (or at least loving literature more
than you did at the start).

How will we accomplish these goals? Among other things, we will do the following:
- Critically reading a wide array of literature from around the world and from different time periods
- Pause often to engage in close reading
- Practice writing essays on-demand (poetry, prose, and open-response/Q3)
- Practice writing parts of essays
- Practice writing essays through the writing process
- Collaborative and individual activities that will exercise critical reading: debates, mock trial,

Socratic Seminars, class discussions, Chalk Talk discussions, on-line discussions, student-led
teaching, Sonnet project, graphing characters and tone, book groups, etc.

- Read two (one first semester and one second semester) independent books that will help you on
the AP exam and complete the independent reading book assignment…there are hundreds of
great books to choose from, so choose something that interests you…although I highly
recommend choosing a book from the 16th, 17th, 18th, or 19th century. Here’s a link to a great list
of texts that have been referenced on the AP exam since 1971 -
https://www.crowleyisdtx.org/cms/lib5/TX01917780/Centricity/Domain/882/AP%20lit-%201
971-2017-Titles%20from%20Open%20Response%20Questions.pdf

- Using other art forms (music, film, art, etc.) to better our understanding of the literature we are
reading

- Take multiple choice exams to prepare for AP exam

How will I be graded?
Grades will be weighted according to two categories - Classwork (10%) and Academic Body of Evidence
(90%)

What will the reading schedule look like?
The reading schedule will come in waves.  However, once we are in the midst of a major text, you can
expect to read 15-20 pages or so a day.  If this seems intimidating, I recommend planning ahead to the
next book we are going to tackle and get started early so your reading schedule will be less.  Rereading
sections is typically easier than reading a difficult text for the first time.

Speaking of reading, what books, short stories, plays, and poems will we read this year?
Here is the general plan for the year. The AP Board states that it is okay to read a few books in a year, but
read them deeply.  However, I want to make sure that you have many options for the open-response or Q3
essay on the AP exam.  To explain my rationale for our reading selections, I tried to choose texts that
would represent British literature, American literature, world literature, 16th century to 21st century,
female writers, male writers, African-American writers, poetry, drama, short story length, novel length,
humor/satire, and a fun and interesting read.  That last criteria is, admittedly, a completely subjective



judgment call on my part. But I like to think I have good taste. While not all the readings are completely
set in stone, here is a pretty good list to get an idea of what to expect.

Introduction to Short Stories, “Story of an Hour”, “A Temporary Matter”, “A Private Experience”, “Everyday
Use”
Introduction to Poetry: Various Poems
House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Sonnet Project - several sonnets
Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston
Poetry: Various Poems
Fences, by August Wilson
Short Stories - “Sredni Vashtar”, “In a Grove”, “Hills Like White Elephants”, and “Sonny’s Blues”
***Depending on how much time we have left after accomplishing the above we may read one or
more of the following titles: The Road, by Comac McCarthy; Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by
Jonothan Safran Foer; Frankenstein by Mary Shelley; Turn of the Screw by Henry James; The Tempest, by
William Shakespeare.

Should I plagiarize?
No. It’s bad. Don’t do it. It will tarnish your written record and character record (I will report it to your
counselor).. Plus, it will not prepare you for the AP Exam. Talk to me if you are running behind on a
writing and we will work it out. I will appreciate and respect your decision to struggle through a writing
and work towards improvement instead of plagiarizing.

NOTE: While the majority of our time and focus will be on the study of literature, we will begin the year
with a brief unit on resume writing and college essay writing. Those two skills will help prepare you to
complete the Common College Application, should you decide to complete that application or something
similar. It will also help you in getting any kind of job and writing a better essay in general.


